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Lead Bioarchaeologist, PASS Archaeological Project, Onavas, Sonora, Instituto Nacional deAntropología e 

Historia in partnership with Arizona State University 

March 2013 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, School of Anthropology, University of Arizona, Tucson 

August 2011 – December 2014 

   

Graduate Research Assistant, Arizona State Museum, University of Arizona, Tucson 

August 2010 – December 2012 

 

Osteological Laboratory Technician, Fort Lewis College, Durango 

August – December 2007 

 

Archaeological Laboratory Technician, Fort Lewis College, Durango 

December 2004 – May 2006 

 

PUBLICATIONS & TECHNICAL REPORTS 

 

Mulhern, Dawn M. and Rachael M. Byrd 

In Preparation, Basketmaker II population history, affinity, and health status. In Ann L.W. Stodder and 

Dawn M. Mulhern, eds. Readings in Southwestern Bioarchaeology. University of Florida Press. 

 

Byrd, Rachael M. 

2018 Biodistance evidence of diaspora from the Kayenta region. KIVA: Journal of Southwest Anthropology 

and History. doi:10.1080/00231940.2018.1517201 

 

Byrd, Rachael M.  

2016 Rest in Place: Understanding traumatic death along the roadsides of the Southwestern United 

States. Arizona Anthropologist. 26:53–75. 

 

Byrd, Rachael M. 

2015 Osteological Analysis of Human Remains for AZ Q:15:1 [ASM], Slade Ruin, Apache County, Arizona. 

Arizona State Museum.  

 

Watson, James T. and Rachael M. Byrd.  

2015 A Bioarchaeological Perspective on Change and Continuity in an Early Agricultural Community. In 

Implements of Change: Tools, Subsistence, and the Built Environment of Las Capas, an Early Agricultural Irrigation 

Community in Southern Arizona, edited by J. M. Vint, pp. 377-388. Anthropological Papers No. 51. 

Archaeology Southwest, Tucson. 

 

Byrd, Rachael M. 

2014 Phenotypic variation of transitional forager-farmers in the Sonoran Desert. American Journal of 

Physical Anthropology. 155:579–590. 
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Byrd, Rachael, James T. Watson, and John McClelland 

2013 Osteological Analysis of Human remains from AZ AA:12:111 [ASM], Las Capas, Pima County, 

Arizona, LCA 2008-329. Arizona State Museum. 

Byrd, Rachael, John McClelland, and James T. Watson.  

2013 Osteological Analysis of Human Remains from NV-Wa-177, NV-Wa-NL-2, NV-Wa-NL-4, NV-Wa-177-

5. Pyramid Lake, Washoe County, Nevada. Arizona State Museum.

Byrd, Rachael and Todd Pietzel 

2013 Inadvertent Discovery Report, Arizona State Repatriation, State Case 2012-061. Arizona State 

Museum. 

Byrd, Rachael M. 

2012 Architecture and the Afterlife: A Spatial Analysis of Mortuary Behavior at University Indian Ruin. 

Journal of Arizona Archaeology. 2:101–111. 

Byrd, Rachael and Todd Pietzel 

2012 Inadvertent Discovery Report, Arizona State Repatriation, State Case 2010-008. Arizona State Museum. 

Byrd, Rachael and Todd Pietzel 

2011 Report of an Inadvertent Discovery by Stephen Bomar, Arizona State Repatriation, State Case 2011-009. 

Arizona State Museum.  

HIGHLIGHTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS & POSTERS 

Byrd, Rachael, James T. Watson, and Dawn Mulhern  

January 31, 2020 The Arizona Biological Affiliation Database (AzBAD): Connecting Unprovenienced 

Archaeological Skeletal Remains to Present Day Descendant Communities. 17th Biennial Conference of 

the Southwest Symposium, Tempe, AZ. Invited podium presentation.  

Byrd, Rachael M. (session chair) 

April 13, 2019 Session title: Bioarchaeology: Cross-cultural Comparative Perspectives. Society for 

American Archaeology (SAA), Albuquerque, NM. Submitted podium presentation. 

Byrd, Rachael M. (session chair)  

April 14, 2016 Deconstructing human cranial phenotypes to clarify individual prehistoric population 

histories. American Association of Physical Anthropologists (AAPA) 85th annual conference. Atlanta, 

GA. Submitted poster presentation. 

RJ Sliva
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Byrd, Rachael M. and Alice Garcia 

April 18, 2015 Illuminating identity using mortuary features at Slade Ruin (AZ Q:15:1 [ASM]), a Pueblo 

III site in east-central Arizona. Society for American Archaeology (SAA) 80th annual meeting. San 

Francisco, CA. Submitted poster presentation. 

 

Byrd, Rachael M. 

March 26, 2015 Evolving to eat: Food composition and human mandible morphology. American 

Association of Physical Anthropology (AAPA) 84th annual meeting. St. Louis, MO. Submitted poster 

presentation. 

 

Byrd, Rachael M.  

November 21, 2014 Phenotypic variation and migration strategies of transitional forager-farmers. 

Southwestern Biological Anthropologists Association (SWABA) conference, University of Arizona. 

Submitted podium presentation.  

 

Byrd, Rachael M. 

April 11, 2013 Biological interactions of the first forager-farmers in the Sonoran Desert. American 

Associated for Physical Anthropology (AAPA) 82nd annual meeting. Knoxville, TN. Submitted poster 

presentation. 

 

Watson, James T. and Rachael M. Byrd 

April 13, 2012 Mortuary practices in the Early Agricultural period (2100 B.C.–A.D. 50): Early farming 

communities in the Sonoran Desert. Society for American Archaeology (SAA) 77th annual meeting. 

Memphis, TN. Invited symposium podium presentation 

 

HIGHLIGHTED AWARDS 

October 2021 Instructional Excellence Award, Colorado Community College System 

May 2016 Philanthropic Education Organization (PEO) Scholar Award, $15,000.00 

June 2014 Online Education Project Scholarship, Office of Instruction and Assessment of 

University of Arizona, $1,000.00 

May 2013 Honorable mention for Outstanding Research Assistant, nominated by Dr. James 

Watson, University of Arizona, Arizona State Museum  

November 2011 Raymond H. Thompson Fellowship, Arizona State Museum, $500.00 

October 2011 Native American Student Affairs Scholarship, Native American Student Affairs, 

University of Arizona, $2,800.00 

August 2010 Graduate Diversity Fellowship, School of Anthropology, University of Arizona 

$20,000.00 

December 2007 Magna Cum Laude Honors Graduate, School of Anthropology, Fort Lewis College 

August 2007 Ronnie Thomas Memorial Scholarship, Department of Anthropology, Fort Lewis 

College, $100.00 

June 2007 National Science Foundation (NSF) Research Undergraduate Fellowship, Notre 

Dame University, South Bend, IN 

RJ Sliva
Pencil




